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Written to provide students with the critical tools used in todayâ€™s development economics

research and practice, Essentials of Development Economics represents an alternative approach to

traditional textbooks on the subject. Compact and less expensive than other textbooks for

undergraduate development economics courses, Essentials of Development Economics offers a

broad overview of key topics and methods in the field. Its fourteen easy-to-read chapters introduce

cutting-edge research and present best practices and state-of-the-art methods. Each chapter

concludes with an embedded QR code that connects readers to ancillary audiovisual materials and

supplemental readings on a website curated by the authors. By mastering the material in this book,

students will have the conceptual grounding needed to move on to higher-level development

economics courses.
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"Creative, innovative, and flexible alternative to traditional development economics books . . .

interesting and informative." (R. M. Ramazani CHOICE 2015-09-01)

"Essentials of Development Economics emphasizes the substantive overÂ the technical, presenting

a broad overview of key topics in languageÂ that is accessible to students who have a limited

background in economicsÂ and mathematics. I have been looking for a book like this for years."

&#151;Aashish Mehta, Associate Professor of Global and International Studies, University of



California, Santa Barbara "The strength of this book is that it takes old, recent, and new topics and

combines them into a very concise reader that is informative and interesting. Other books are too

big, too old, or too dry. This book is none of these. It's extremely student-friendly." &#151;Bruce

Wydick, Professor of Economics, University of San Francisco, and author of Games in Economic

Development &#147;A creative and flexible alternative to traditional textbooks.&#133; I plan to use

this book in my own course.â€• &#151;Edward Miguel, Oxfam Professor in Environmental and

Resource Economics, University of California, Berkeley, and author of Africaâ€™s Turn?

Good for school

Good condition.

Said the book was new. And although it looks like no one has opened the book I received it and the

side of the book was dirty. Not new!

I've used this book twice with junior/senior level undergraduates in agricultural and environmental

economics at a major state university. For the most part my course follows the chapters in this book

"Poor Economics, More than Good Intentions, The Bottom Billion, etc." and I pair them readings

from books on development for a general audience. I find the book very easy to teach from because

of how concise and focused it is. I cover all the topics in the book in a semester, and have several

lectures available for other material and class presentations. I like that the book covers important

historical models (Solow, Harrod-Domar, Lewis) and how theyÃ¢Â€Â™ve influenced thinking about

development policy without going into too much detail. I particularly like the chapters on agriculture

and markets, as these present some great examples of how to use models to evaluate the welfare

implications of market failures. My course evaluations consistently say that the students love the

material covered. The students also appreciate how compact and concise it is as well as the

relatively low price, and how theyÃ¢Â€Â™re not paying for material not covered in class (as is often

the case with longer books).

As a graduate student, I used the first edition of this book to refresh on major development

economics concepts in the summer before taking my development core courses. As an instructor, I

currently use it as a main reference for undergraduate students in an introductory development

economics class; the new edition has added interesting material at the forefront of the development



field. Moreover, it is a book that has kept up with technology with plenty of additional material

available online.Overall, I think this book is a good reference for students at multiple levels where on

the one hand it introduces many important concepts in development and directs researchers in

economics on how to further explore these concepts, while at the same time the book is still

accessible to audiences that do not have a strong mathematical and economics background.Its

price tag is also a lot lower than other development text books which might encourage students to

buy the book!

Decent book

I used this textbook for my undergraduate development economics class this past year. I got great

feedback from my students about the book! It was very clear, exhaustive coverage of development

topics, and interesting to read. For the most part I followed the book for my development lectures,

but it was flexible enough that I could incorporate outside material. It also has some useful links

through the website and QR codes at the end of each chapter, that students can access to provide

more understanding of each chapter. I used some of these links for videos in class. Finally, the book

is cost-effective for students at only around $40 new. I strongly recommend this for students of

development and lecturers alike. It is also a great introductory book about the field of development!
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